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This study aims to examine the effect of digital literacy on students’
understanding of professional ethics in the field of accounting. As
technological advancements increasingly shape the accounting profession, the
ability to use digital tools responsibly has become essential for future

Accepted June 23, 2025 accountants. This research employs a quantitative approach using a survey
method, with data collected from accounting students at Battuta University.
The sample was selected using purposive sampling, and responses were
analyzed using multiple linear regression analysis. The results indicate that
digital literacy has a significant positive effect on students’ understanding of
professional ethics. Students with higher levels of digital competence tend to
demonstrate greater awareness of ethical standards, particularly in the context
of data integrity, digital communication, and responsible use of accounting
software. The findings suggest the importance of integrating digital literacy
development into accounting education curricula to strengthen ethical
awareness in the digital era.
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INTRODUCTION

The advancement of digital technology has significantly transformed professional practices
across various fields, including accounting. Digitalization not only involves the automation of
accounting processes through software applications but also affects how financial information is
collected, processed, and reported. According to the World Economic Forum (2023), digital literacy
is one of the essential skills required in the future workforce, including for professional accountants.
This transformation demands that accounting students not only master theoretical concepts but also
understand the ethical implications of using technology in accounting practices.

Amid this wave of digitalization, professional ethics in accounting has become increasingly
important. Ethics serve as a guideline for fair, transparent, and accountable decision-making.
However, the use of technology without a strong ethical foundation may lead to ethical violations,
such as digital data manipulation, information misuse, and breaches of client privacy. A survey
conducted by the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (2022) revealed that 38% of ethical
misconduct cases in accounting involved digital technology, particularly in the management of
electronic data.

Journal homepage: hitps://ejournal.uika-bogor.ac.id/index.php/neraca/index



http://u.lipi.go.id/1515394492
https://ejournal.uika-bogor.ac.id/index.php/neraca/index
https://ejournal.uika-bogor.ac.id/index.php/neraca/index
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

361
ISSN: 2654-8127

As future professional accountants, students must be equipped with a deep understanding of
professional ethics in the digital context. However, several studies have shown a gap in ethical
understanding among students. Research by Suyanto and Hartono (2021) revealed that although
students possess theoretical knowledge of accounting ethics, they often struggle to apply it in
complex digital situations. This raises concerns about the readiness of accounting graduates to face
ethical challenges in the digital era.

Digital literacy refers to the ability to understand, use, evaluate, and manage digital
information effectively and responsibly. It not only includes technical skills in operating accounting
software but also encompasses critical awareness of the social and ethical implications of technology.
In the context of accounting education, digital literacy may serve as a crucial factor in shaping
students’ ethical understanding of the profession they are preparing to enter.

Previous studies have shown a positive relationship between digital literacy and students’
ethical behavior. Ahmed and Hussain (2020) found that students with high levels of digital literacy
demonstrated greater ethical sensitivity in data-driven decision-making. Suyanto and Hartono (2021)
revealed that although accounting students understand ethical concepts, they often struggle to apply
them in digital contexts. Research by Putri and Wijayanti (2022) also indicated that digital literacy
is positively correlated with the academic integrity of accounting students, particularly in the use of
digital resources and accounting software. Zhou and Pan (2023) emphasized the importance of
integrating digital literacy into business curricula to enhance students’ ethical awareness in relation
to data use and information systems. Meanwhile, Hasanah et al. (2021) found that students with
strong digital competencies tend to have a more ethical understanding of privacy, data security, and
responsible technology use. However, most of these studies were conducted abroad or did not
specifically examine the influence of digital literacy on the understanding of professional ethics
within the context of accounting education in Indonesia, highlighting the need for further quantitative
and contextual research.

The research gap lies in the limited number of quantitative studies that directly examine the
influence of digital literacy on students’ understanding of professional ethics, particularly within
Indonesian higher education institutions. Strengthening ethical understanding in accounting
education is essential to ensure that graduates are not only technically competent but also morally
responsible in their professional practices. This gap highlights the need for curriculum and policy
development in higher education.

This study aims to empirically examine the effect of digital literacy on accounting students’
understanding of professional ethics at Battuta University. Using a quantitative approach and survey
method, this research seeks to contribute to the literature by addressing the existing research gap and
providing concrete evidence of the importance of integrating digital literacy into ethics education in
accounting. The findings are expected to serve as a foundation for improving teaching strategies in
accounting and technology-related subjects.

Theoretically, this study contributes to the development of knowledge regarding the
relationship between digital competence and ethical awareness in professional education. Practically,
the findings may inform policymakers, educators, and higher education institutions in designing
more adaptive accounting curricula that address the challenges of digital transformation while
reinforcing ethical foundations for future professional accountants.

THEORETICAL BASIC AND HYPOTHESES DEVELOPMENT
1. Theory of Planned Behavior (Ajzen, 1991)

The Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) posits that an individual’s behavior is guided by
behavioral intentions, which are influenced by attitudes, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral
control. In the context of accounting education, students with higher digital literacy may form more
positive attitudes and a greater sense of control in applying ethical standards when using digital tools,
thereby promoting ethical decision-making behavior.

2. Digital Literacy Framework (Eshet-Alkalai, 2004)

This framework conceptualizes digital literacy as a combination of technical, cognitive, and

ethical skills required for effective and responsible technology use. Students who are digitally literate
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are more likely to be aware of ethical issues related to data privacy, software manipulation, and
digital transparency, especially in the context of accounting practices.
3. Kohlberg’s Moral Development Theory (1970)

According to Kohlberg, moral reasoning evolves through stages from pre-conventional to
post-conventional. Exposure to ethical dilemmas in digital environments, combined with strong
digital literacy may support students’ development toward higher stages of moral reasoning, enabling
them to better assess and act upon ethical issues in digital accounting practices.

4. Digital Citizenship Theory (Ribble, 2011)

This theory emphasizes responsible behavior in the digital world through knowledge of digital
law, ethics, and rights. Students who are digitally literate are more likely to act as responsible digital
citizens and uphold ethical principles when handling accounting data and technology.

5. Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge (TPACK) Model (Mishra & Koehler, 2006)

This model integrates content knowledge, pedagogy, and technology to ensure effective
learning. In accounting education, integrating ethical instruction with digital skill development can
enhance students’ ability to apply ethical principles when working with accounting technologies.

Based on the theoretical foundations discussed and the review of recent empirical studies, this
research develops the following hypothesis:

Hi: There is a significant positive effect of digital literacy on accounting students’ understanding
of professional

This hypothesis assumes that increased digital literacy, which includes knowledge of
technological tools, ethical use of technology, and the ability to manage digital information
responsibly, will lead students to become more aware of ethical principles such as integrity,
objectivity, and professional responsibility. Students with higher levels of digital literacy are
expected to recognize ethical dilemmas arising from the use of technology and respond to them in
ways that align with professional ethical standards.

The development of this hypothesis is supported by contemporary studies, such as Chai, Lim,
& Tan (2022), who found that critical thinking skills in the digital world are positively correlated
with ethical sensitivity in students. Similarly, research by Zhou & Pan (2023) concluded that
integrating digital literacy into accounting curricula significantly contributes to strengthening
professional ethical values among students.

RESEARCH METHOD
1. Research Design
This study employs a quantitative approach with a survey method to examine the effect of
digital literacy on accounting students’ understanding of professional ethics. This design was chosen
to enable the collection of measurable data from a specific population and to allow for statistical
analysis to test the proposed hypothesis.

2. Population and Sample
The population in this study consists of accounting students at Battuta University who have
completed courses related to accounting ethics and information systems. The sampling technique
used is purposive sampling, with the following criteria:
* Registered as an active undergraduate accounting student,
* Has completed at least one course related to ethics or accounting technology,
» Has experience using accounting software or other digital tools.

The sample size was determined based on the minimum recommendation for regression
analysis, which is 5-10 respondents per independent variable. In this study, the final sample consisted
of 65 students.
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3. Data Collection Technique
Primary data were collected through structured questionnaires distributed both online and
offline. The questionnaire consists of three main sections:

* Demographic information (age, gender, academic year),

» Digital literacy scale (adapted from Eshet-Alkalai, 2004),

» Professional ethics understanding scale (adapted from validated accounting ethics instruments).
Each item was measured using a 5-point Likert scale, ranging from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5
(Strongly Agree).

4. Variables and Operational Definitions

* Independent Variable: Digital Literacy
Operationally defined as students’ ability to understand, evaluate, and responsibly use digital
tools, particularly in the context of accounting practices.

* Dependent Variable: Understanding of Professional Ethics
Defined as the level of student comprehension of ethical principles such as integrity, objectivity,
confidentiality, and professional behavior in the use of accounting technologies.

5. Data Analysis Technique
The collected data were analyzed using multiple linear regression analysis with the help of
SPSS software. The analysis stages included:
» Classical Assumption Tests
Normality: Kolmogorov-Smirnov or Shapiro-Wilk test (Sig > 0.05)
Multicollinearity: VIF < 10, Tolerance > 0.1
Heteroscedasticity: Glejser test (Sig > 0.05)
* Regression analysis to examine the effect of digital literacy on professional ethics
understanding.

Data panels regression model analysis, with the equation model:
Y=a+ ﬁle + &

Information:

Y = Understanding of Professional Ethics
a = Constant value

B1 = Regression coefficient

X1 = Digital Literacy

£ = Error

The level of significance (o) used was 0.05, indicating that a p-value less than 0.05 denotes a
statistically significant effect.
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RESULT
Multiple Linear Regression Analysis
The following are the results of processing multiple linear regression data.

Table 1. Results of Multiple Linear Regression Analysis

Coefficients?
Model Unstandardized Standardized t Sig
Coefficient Coefficient
B Std. Error Beta
Constant .619 2.961 209 .835
Digital Literacy (X1) 258 .036 595 7.099 .000

a. Dependent Variable: Understanding Professional Ethics
Source: Research Data, 2025

From the table above, the multiple linear regression equation can be written as follows:
Y =0.691 + 0.258X1

The constant value of 0.619 means that when the independent variable, digital literacy (X), is
equal to 0, the dependent variable, understanding of professional ethics (Y), is 0.619. Assuming other
variables remain constant, an increase in digital literacy leads to an increase in the understanding of
professional ethics by 0.258.

Coefficient of Determination (R2)

The coefficient of determination is used to assess the strength of the relationship between
variable X and variable Y. If the R value approaches 0, it indicates a weaker influence of the
independent variable on the dependent variable. Conversely, if the R value approaches 1, it indicates
a stronger influence of the independent variable on the dependent variable.

Table 2. Results of the Coefficient of Determination (R2) Model Summary

Model R R-Squared Adjusted R Std. Error of the
Square Estimate
1 .5952 354 347 3.451

Predictors: (Constant), digital literacy
Source: Research Data, 2025

Based on the table above, the determination test shows that the R? value is 0.354, which means
that the influence of the digital literacy variable (X) on the professional ethics understanding variable
(Y) is 35.4%.

DISCUSSION

The results of the multiple linear regression analysis indicate that digital literacy has a positive
and significant effect on accounting students' understanding of professional ethics at Battuta
University. This is evidenced by a regression coefficient value of 0.258 and a significance level (p-
value) of 0.000 (p < 0.05), implying that for every one-unit increase in digital literacy, there is a
corresponding increase of 0.258 units in the understanding of professional ethics, assuming other
variables remain constant.

The coefficient of determination (R?) is 0.354, indicating that 35.4% of the variation in
students' understanding of professional ethics can be explained by digital literacy. The remaining
64.6% is influenced by other factors not examined in this study. An R? value of 0.354 suggests that
the regression model has a moderate ability to explain the relationship between digital literacy and
the understanding of professional ethics.

These findings align with previous research demonstrating that digital literacy significantly
contributes to the understanding of professional ethics. For instance, a study by Amin Hou et al.
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(2024) found that digital literacy in accounting positively and significantly affects students'
accounting knowledge, including their comprehension of ethical principles in accounting practices.

In the context of higher education in Indonesia, this study underscores the importance of
integrating digital literacy into accounting education curricula to enhance ethical awareness in the
digital era. By doing so, educational institutions can better prepare students to face ethical dilemmas
increasingly influenced by digital technologies.

Theoretically, this study supports the Digital Literacy Framework (Eshet-Alkalai, 2004) and
the Theory of Planned Behavior (Ajzen, 1991), which suggest that knowledge and behavioral
intentions related to ethical standards are influenced by students' confidence and ability in using
digital tools.

Practically, these findings can inform policymakers, educators, and higher education
institutions in designing more adaptive accounting curricula that address the challenges of digital
transformation while reinforcing ethical foundations for future professional accountants.

Therefore, enhancing digital literacy not only improves the technical competencies of
accounting students but also strengthens their understanding of professional ethical principles, which
are crucial for responsible accounting practices in the digital era.

CONCLUSION

This study has demonstrated that digital literacy significantly influences accounting students'
understanding of professional ethics. The findings indicate that students with higher digital literacy
levels are better equipped to navigate ethical challenges in the digital accounting landscape.

However, the study's scope was limited to accounting students at Battuta University, which
may affect the generalizability of the results. Additionally, the research focused solely on digital
literacy, without considering other factors that might influence ethical understanding, such as cultural
background or prior ethical training.

The implications of this research suggest that integrating digital literacy into accounting
curricula can enhance students' ethical competencies, preparing them for the evolving demands of
the accounting profession in the digital era. Future research could expand on these findings by
exploring additional variables that impact ethical understanding and by including a more diverse
student population to increase the generalizability of the results.
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